
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
 

INITIAL STUDY FORM FOR SOI AND SPECIAL DISTRICT BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENTS AND CONSOLIDATIONS 

 
PROJECT INFORMATION: 
 

 
1.  Project title:                                                                                                                                             
 
2.  Lead agency name and address: 
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
3.  Contact person and phone number:  
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
4.  Project location: 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
5.  Project sponsor's name and address:  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
6.  General plan designation: 7.  Zoning: 
 
8.  Description of project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later phases 
of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its implementation. Attach 
additional sheets if necessary.) 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
9.  Surrounding land uses and setting: Briefly describe the project's surroundings: 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
10.  Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 
participation agreement.) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least 
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 
 

 

 
 
Land Use / Planning 

 

 Population / Housing  
Public Services 

 

 
 
Utilities / Service Systems 

 

 
Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

 
 

 
 
DETERMINATION: 
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 

 

 

 
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and 
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 

 

 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made 
by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will 
be prepared. 

 

 

 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 

 

 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 
been addressed by mitigation  measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 

 

 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Signature 

    
  
Date 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 
 
1) A brief explanation is required for all answers that are adequately supported by the 

information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question.  A "No 
Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as 
general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a 
project-specific screening analysis). 

 
2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site and on-site, 

cumulative and project-level, indirect and direct, and construction and operational impacts. 
 
3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the 

checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant 
with mitigation, or less than significant.  "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is 
substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially 
Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

 
4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the 

incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" 
to a "Less Than Significant Impact."  The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and 
briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures 
from Section XVII, "Earlier Analyses," may be cross-referenced). 

 
5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA 

process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.  Section 
15063(c)(3)(D).  In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 
a) Earlier Analysis Used.  Identify and state where they are available for review. 
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed.  Identify which effects from the above checklist were 

within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to 
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation 
measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c) Mitigation Measures.  For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation 
Measures Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or 
refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific 
conditions for the project. 

 
6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources 

for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).  Reference to a previously prepared 
or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where 
the statement is substantiated. 

 
7) Supporting Information Sources:  A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 

individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
 
8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 

agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's 
environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

 
9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 
b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance 
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INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST: 
 
 
Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

 Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No 

Impact 

 
I.  LAND USE AND PLANNING -- Would the project: 
 
a)  Physically divide an established community? 

   

 

 
 
b)  Conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but not 
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local 
coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted 
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

   

 

 

 
c)  Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? 

   

 

 

 
II.  POPULATION AND HOUSING -- Would the project: 
 
a)  Induce substantial population growth in an 
area, either directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

   

 

 

 
b)  Displace substantial numbers of existing 
housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

   

 

 

 
c)  Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

   

 

 

 
III.  PUBLIC SERVICES -- 
 
a)  Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of 
new or physically altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times 
or other performance objectives for any of the 
public services: 

   
 

 

 
Fire protection? 

   

 

 
 

Police protection? 
   

 

 
 

Schools? 
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Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

 Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporation 

 
Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

    
 

 
 

Other public facilities? 
   

 

 
 
IV.  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -- Would the project: 
 
a)  Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of 
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control 
Board? 

   

 

 

 
b)  Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the construction 
of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

   

 

 

 
c)  Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

   

 

 

 
d)  Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements 
needed? 

   

 

 

 
e)  Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project=s projected demand in addition to the 
provider=s existing commitments? 

   

 

 

 
f)  Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the project=s 
solid waste disposal needs? 

   

 

 

 
g)  Comply with federal, state, and local statutes 
and regulations related to solid waste?    

 

 
 
V.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- 
 
a)  Does the project have the potential to degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a 
plant or animal community, reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or prehistory? 
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Issues Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

 Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No 

Impact 

 
b)  Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects 
of a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects 
of probable future projects)? 

   

 

 

 
c)  Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

   

 

 

 
 


